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Minutes of the Board of Selectmen Meeting of Wednesday, April 25, 2019.  Present were Eldon 

F. Moreira, Chairman; Denise R. Reyes, Vice Chairman; and Anthony Kinahan, Clerk. Also 

present were David L. Gagne, Town Administrator and Linda Torres, Assistant Town 

Administrator.  The meeting convened at 8:30 p.m. in the Selectmen’s Meeting Room in Town 

Hall. 

Also present at this time: 

Hugh Hurley, Chair, By-Law Study Committee 

Joan Shea, ADA Committee 

Paula Bunker, 123 North Elm Street 

Richard Krugger, 259 Spring Street 

Neil Conley, 376 Walnut Street 

Attorney Rob Pellegrini 

 

Chairman Moreira called the meeting to order at 8:28 p.m. 

The Board led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Chairman Moreira stated that the meeting would be recorded and that some or all parts of the 

meeting may be used by our local access company to be shown on local access along with 

internet feeds and clips which may be used separately from the video of the entire meeting. 

Chairman Moreira stated first the Board would address ADA Training for Boards, Committees, 

and Employees scheduled for May 21, 2019. 

Ms. Shea stated the scheduled training is providing an opportunity for people to learn more about 

the ADA and proper accommodations. Ms. Shea stated a representative from the Massachusetts 

office will be presenting at the training. Ms. Shea stated Mr. Collins will provide headphones for 

the hearing impaired along with a demonstration on how to use them. Ms. Shea stated the 

headphones will also be available for Town Meeting. Ms. Shea stated she placed the agenda in 

Department Head mailboxes and requests that it be circulated via email to all of the Boards and 

Committees. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was the By-Law Study Committee 

Recommendations. 

Mr. Hurley stated the By-Law Study Committee was asked to review several by-laws. Mr. 

Hurley stated the Committee reviewed proposed Warrant Article 42 regarding rescinding 

General By-Law Article 43 Fee Schedule for Sealer of Weights and Measures, which the 

Committee recommends rescinding. Mr. Hurley stated the Committee reviewed proposed 

Warrant Article 43 regarding rescinding General By-Law Article 51 Cigar Wrappers, which the 

Committee recommends rescinding. Mr. Hurley stated the Committee reviewed proposed 

Warrant Article 44 regarding amending Zoning By-Law Section 5.2.2.e which was 

recommended by the Conservation Committee. Mr. Hurley stated the By-Law Study Committee 

recommends amending this article to include the language “and shall not contain any wetlands 

for the 50’ buffer thereto.” Mr. Hurley stated the Committee reviewed proposed Warrant Article 
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45 regarding amending Zoning By-Law Section 6.3.1.1.e which would require places of 

assembly and restaurants to have “one parking space per every two and one half seats.” Mr. 

Hurley stated the By-Law Study Committee recommends amending this Article. Mr. Hurley 

stated the Committee reviewed the proposed Warrant Articles 46 and 47 regarding amending 

Zoning By-Law Section 7.8.1 which would define “facility” and the point from which distance 

should be measured in regards to medical marijuana facilities. Mr. Hurley stated the Committee 

recommends amending this article. Mr. Hurley stated proposed Warrant Article 48 is the 

acceptance of Pearl Road as a public way.  

Mr. Kinahan asked how the change to Zoning By-Law Section 6.3.1.1.e in proposed Warrant 

Article 43 will affect businesses that don’t meet the 2.5 seat requirement, specifically when they 

change ownership. 

Mr. Hurley stated the change will not affect existing businesses as they will be grandfathered in. 

However, if at some point they choose to expand and add on then they will have to meet the new 

standard. 

Mr. Kinahan asked how many existing businesses will not be within standards if this change is 

made. 

Mr. Hurley stated he does not have an exact number but knows that there are many undersized 

businesses here in West Bridgewater. Mr. Hurley stated that there would be several businesses 

that were not in compliance. 

Mr. Gagne stated if the business changed hands but remained the same type of business then it 

would be grandfathered in. However, a two year lapse in use would void the grandfather clause 

and the business would fall under the new provision. 

Mr. Kinahan stated he would like to discuss the proposed amendment to General By-Law Article 

23 Unregistered Motor Vehicles, Section 1, that was not recommended by the By-Law Study 

Committee. 

Mr. Hurley stated the Town Clerk did some research and found that there is no such by-law in 

several other towns. Mr. Hurley stated the By-Law Study Committee was not confident with 

recommending the proposed by-law. 

Ms. Reyes stated she would like Mr. Krugger to discuss proposed Warrant Article 44 regarding 

amending Zoning By-Law Section 5.2.2.e. 

Mr. Krugger explained that by adding 50’ onto the already existing 100’ x 100’ lot requirement 

would make almost every lot impossible to use. Mr. Krugger explained that a piece of land 

surrounded by wetlands would not have enough square footage to build on if they have to meet 

these standards. 

Mr. Krugger stated proposed Warrant Article 45 regarding amending Zoning By-Law Section 

6.3.1.1.e should have language in it stating that existing businesses would be grandfathered in 

and explain when the grandfather clause would not apply. 
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Mr. Hurley stated that this change would not apply to businesses, office building or stores, only 

places of assembly and restaurants. Mr. Hurley stated there is a Massachusetts General Law that 

outlines when an existing building would be grandfathered and when the clause would not apply. 

Mr. Gagne asked Mr. Hurley if a site plan review is generated when there is a change of 

ownership in under two years with no change of use or change to the property. 

Mr. Hurley stated if there was a change in ownership in under 2 years with no change of use or 

change to the property then there is no site plan review required.   

Ms. Reyes suggested quoting the existing by-law that covers preexisting non-conforming uses 

within the new amended by-law. 

Mr. Hurley stated that would have to be approved by Town Counsel. 

Ms. Reyes stated she would like to further discuss proposed Warrant Article 44 regarding 

amending Zoning By-Law Section 5.2.2.e. 

Mr. Hurley said he cannot offer further clarification as this amendment was proposed by the 

Conservation Commission and he would rather let the Conservation Commission speak on the 

matter. 

Mr. Gagne stated that the Board is taking a vote to place these Articles on the Warrant which 

would allow them to be discussed at Town Meeting. 

Chairman Moreira stated he would like to place all Articles recommended by the By-Law Study 

Committee on the Warrant and offer the public an opportunity to discuss them further. 

Mr. Krugger asked if he could use the slideshow to show a diagram of his concerns at Town 

meeting so residents can visualize the concept. 

Mr. Gagne stated if the Board decides to place it on the Warrant and the Planning Board votes to 

do the same then Mr. Krugger is more than welcome to send him any pictures he would like to 

be included in the Town Meeting slide show. 

Ms. Reyes MOVED to place all of the Articles recommended by the By-Law Study Committee 

on the Annual Town Meeting Warrant, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was voting on Articles to be placed on the Warrant 

for Annual Town Meeting. 

The Board reviewed each Article. 

Mr. Gagne stated proposed Warrant Articles 39 and 40 are regarding two PILOT agreements the 

Board of Assessors have been negotiating. Mr. Gagne stated he was not in receipt of the 

agreements and was unable to include them in the meeting packet. Mr. Gagne stated he is unable 

to make a recommendation on the agreements. 

Ms. Bunker stated the PILOT agreements have not come before the Board of Assessors. 
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Mr. Gagne stated May 1st is the next Board of Assessors meeting where the PILOT agreements 

will be presented to the Board. 

Ms. Reyes stated she does not want to miss out on a good opportunity but believes it is bad 

practice to place the Articles on the Warrant without the details and a recommendation from the 

Town Administrator. Ms. Reyes requested that a letter be sent to the Board of Assessor stating 

that they put the Board of Selectmen in an awkward position and although the articles were 

placed on the warrant they need all of the facts as soon as possible. 

Ms. Reyes MOVED to send the Board of Assessors a letter regarding the PILOT Agreements, 

Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

The Board continued going over each Article. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to place all presented Articles on the Annual Town Meeting Warrant 

subject to final review by Town Counsel and other language changes by the Town 

Administrator, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was approving the meeting minutes of April 3, 

2019. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the meeting minutes of April 3, 2019, Ms. Reyes seconded, 

and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was accepting the meeting minutes of March 25, 

2019 and April 17, 2019 for review. 

Ms. Reyes MOVED to accept the meeting minutes of March 25, 2019 and April 17, 2019 for 

review. 

Chairman Moreira opened the public comment period.  

Mr. Conley stated the Town Meeting slide show should consist as many pictures as necessary to 

help the voters. 

Ms. Reyes read a complaint letter sent against her pertaining to an incident at the Town Election 

on April 8, 2019. Ms. Reyes explained the situation and apologized for having offended anyone. 

Chairman Moreira stated he has an individual who would like to volunteer to restore the old 

press box behind the baseball field. Chairman Moreira stated he has spoken with Mr. Turner who 

is a member of the West Bridgewater Youth Athletic Association, and is in support of restoring 

the press box.  Chairman Moreira has forwarded the individuals information to the YAA.  

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was the Town Administrator’s Report. 

Mr. Gagne stated National Grid is scheduled to install a pole near the Rail Trail. Mr. Gagne 

stated the work will begin on May 10th and end on May 13th. 

At 9:55 p.m. Ms. Reyes MOVED to adjourn, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 
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The meeting adjourned at 9:55 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by Lorna J. Hutchings, Confidential Secretary. 

 

List of documents in the April 25, 2019 Meeting Packet: 

 

 By-Law Study Committee Recommendations 

 Annual Town Meeting Warrant 

o Unanticipated Special Education Costs 18-19 

 Meeting Minutes of March 25, 2019 

 Meeting Minutes of April 17, 2019 

 Email re: ADA Training 

o ADA Compliance Overview 

 Email from Mr. Watjen re: Rail Trail Work 

o Details on Rail Trail Work 

 

 

 

 


